Bogue Chitto & Enterprise Biomedical Research Students Present “Wolbachia Research”
Where: Copiah- Lincoln Community College (Wesson, MS)
When: April 8th, 2010 
Event: Science Quest Competition: Consists of multiple-choice tests in Biology, Chemistry, 
&  Physics.   Participating schools can enter three students in each category; winners 


receive scholarships to CoLin
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Left to Right: Garrett Wallace, Brian Allen, Janeka Catchings, Jedd Moak, Haley Wicker, Jacquelyn Crotwell, Tate Allen, Jessica Wallace, and Sabrina Smith.
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Wolbachia Research presented using PowerPoint and demonstrations following testing competition at CoLin’s Science Quest.  The audience consisted of high school and college students, parents, teachers, and guests from twelve area schools.  Over one hundred people were in attendance.
Summary:


On April 8th, 2010,  nine biomedical research students from Bogue Chitto and Enterprise Attendance Centers presented their Wolbachia research:  “ Using PCR to Study Fire Ant and Wolbachia DNA.”  The PowerPoint presentation included background information about Solenopsis invicta, Wolbachia, The Wolbachia Project, PCR, and details of our research. The presentation ended with a slide summarizing our results, including our e-gel image for analysis.  The e-gel demonstrated successful and unsuccessful DNA extractions, the use of controls, and interpretation of bands for 16S rDNA and cytochrome c oxidase I.  We did not detect any Wolbachia in ants with successful genomic DNA extractions.

CoLin has been sponsoring Science Quest for 25 years.  This was the first time for students to present scientific research at this event! Many members of the audience expressed excitement about this new type of presentation and how informative it was! The majority of the audience was not familiar with PCR or the equipment (thermal cycler) used for our research.  
